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^aside, for the moment, the possibility of miracles,rand
consider only the results of experimental or ol^serva-

jn a room which will presently be passed through by one whom I
know to be dishonest, I judge accordingly that the person will pur-
loin the valuable. In this case his free-will is not affected by my
anticipation, nor would it be though a yet clearer conviction of his
conduct were impressed upon me. Thefe is, in fact, no conceivable
degree of certainty on my part which would render him undeserving of
punishment for stealing the valuable And so, not to give further
instances where the matter is so obvious, we see that no conceivable
degree of foreknowledge bars free-will. The infinite and absolute fore-
knowledge of the Almighty is therefore altogether dissociated from
the dangerous and hurtful belief in a predestination which renders man
irresponsible for his actions.

Secondly, the belief in the absolute perfection of the laws according
to which G-od rules His universe, insomuch that throughout all the
worlds in space all thingifwork according to those lavis without need
of special interference on His part, has been thought by many and is
painfully felt by some, to oppose itself to our belief in the efficacy of
prayer In touching on tins point I wish very carefully to avoid any
intrusion on matters apart from the general scope of my subject; but a
few words may be permitted me on a point which comes close home to
the hearts of all of us, and which also does seem in a sense associated
with the matters I have been dealing with. All men, I suppose, pray;
though many may in words deride prayer, and though hundreds, without
expressing doubts, may fail to see any possible utility in the practicfy
because they cannot believe that the action of the physical laws of (3o$
can be interfered with in answer to the appeal of His creatures It is
because I fear lest some of my readers should have felt this difficulty,
and should find their doubts confirmed by anything I may here have
written, that I indicate the explanation which I suppose every one
who thinks much upon this point would probably be led to. B~>niem-
bermg that, on the one hand, it is unreasonable to conceive that G-od
would have allowed a belief in the efficacy of prayer to grow, as it has
done, to be a part of Auman nature, were that belief founded in a
monstrous fiction, and that, on the other hand, it is unreasonable to sup-
pose that phywcal laws are interfered with in response to the millions of
prayers daily offered by men, the obvious conclusion seems to be that
. prayers are responded to (where it has seemed fitting that they should
be) without interference with natural laws; that, in fact, the sclleme
of the Almighty includes at once the prayers and their response. It